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FOREWORD 

 
 
 
On behalf of Milton Ernest Parish Council, I welcome the publication of this 
Parish Plan. When the Parish Plan group initiated the process of producing 
the Plan, back in 2008, no one knew how much could be achieved. But now 
we can all see the result: a comprehensive study of the type of community 
Milton Ernest is today along with an  action plan  for how it might develop 
in the future.  
   
All this has involved the majority of residents contributing their opinions. 
It has needed scores of those prepared to give up their time to attend 
meetings which developed ideas and refined suggestions. It also relied on the 
talents, the  efforts, and the drive of a small dedicated group to keep the 
process rolling forward over the last two years.  
 
Milton Ernest Parish Council will be able to use this Plan as a basis for 
action over the months and years to come. But the chances for real pr ogress 
will be significantly improved if residents contribute their time and effort. 
The more of us who do something to help in areas identified in the Plan, the 
more likely it is that results will be accomplished.  
 
So I hope that you will read this Plan, that you are inspired by it, that you 
feel enthusiastic enough to do something to help, and that as a result our 
village continues to be a most attractive and enjoyable place to live.  
 
Deborah Inskip  
Chairman  
Milton Ernest Parish Council              Februa ry 2010  
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MILTON ERNEST PARISH PLAN  
 

Welcome to the Milton Ernest Parish Plan 

Report. It represents the views of the 

community gathered over the last two years 

concerning how the residents view the village, 

their likes and dislikes and how they would 

like to see the village and its surroundings 

develop as we enter the second decade of the 

twenty-first century. 

 

So what exactly is a Parish Plan? 
 The Governmentôs November 2000 Rural White 
Paper stated that Parish Plans should ñidentify key 
facilities and services, set out the problems that 
need to be tackled and demonstrate how distinctive 
character and features can be preservedò. It also 
suggested they should set out a vision for the 
community in the future and identify the action 
needed to tackle issues of concern, including 
everything that is relevant to the people who live 
and work in the community, from employment 
needs to playgrounds. 
 
The Parish Plan should consult everyone and give 
residents a chance to say what they think about the 
social, economic and environmental issues 
affecting them and how they would like to see their 
community improved during the next 5 to10 years. 
The whole community has to be involved to make 
the Parish Plan fully representative. 

 

The Milton Ernest Parish Plan has been made 

possible with funding from the Defra Rural 

Social Communities Programme and Milton 

Ernest Parish Council  (MEPC). A Parish Plan 

Steering Group was established working in 

partnership with the Parish Council. The Plan 

has been in development since March 2008 

and involved an initial meeting, followed by a 

focus group session, a public planning day, a 

village-wide household questionnaire and an 

open consultation session at the annual village 

fete.  

 

The questionnaire was put together using 

information gathered at the above events and 

the findings form the basis of this report. All 

issues raised at these events were incorporated 

in the questionnaire.  

 

The acronym of MEGA (M ilton Ernest Go 

Ahead) was adopted for the project as the Plan 

is intended to look to the future and move 

ahead. The church logo was the winning entry 

from a competition held at Milton Ernest 

Lower School. 

 

The questionnaire was delivered to 317 

households in the village, of which 245 were 

returned (77.3%). This excellent result ensures 

the plan is truly representative of the village as 

a whole. As is standard within the market 

research industry, those not answering a 

question or giving an answer of ódonôt knowô 

have been excluded from the base sizes. 

 

The community has strong views on how it 

wants to see the village develop and deep 

concerns about the environment. On the whole 

people are happy living in Milton Ernest.  

 

Early benefits from the questionnaire were the 

formation of the village walking group, the 

Ernest Ramblers, the Garden and Allotment 

Society, the Book Club and the Environmental 

Action Team. We have also seen the Garden 

Centre start to sell fresh vegetables and 

groceries. For details of these groups and 

contact numbers see the regular items in the 

Villager magazine.   

 

The Parish Plan is the result of a great deal of 

work by people of this village. Their 

contributions range from being members of 

the steering committee, distributing and 
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collecting the questionnaires and collating the 

inputs. A complete list of all who have helped 

can be found at the end of the document. 

Thanks go to everybody who has contributed 

in any way. 

 

What happens next? As you read through the 

report you will note the Parish Council action 

boxes. These actions, which resulted from the 

questionnaire findings, have been summarised 

from the full Action Plan now adopted by the 

Parish Council. These are now the 

responsibility of MEPC to implement as part 

of their day to day business. Some are specific 

in that they require MEPC to address a 

particular issue. Others are more akin to 

guidelines, so that when decisions are being 

made the wishes of the community are fully 

considered. 

 

The Plan should not be the end of the story; it 

only gives a snapshot of views in 2008/9. 

Time will move on and peoplesô views will 

change. Therefore it is important that the 

community and MEPC maintain an active 

dialogue. It is up to the residents of Milton 

Ernest to speak up and be heard. The Parish 

Council usually meets every month on the first 

Thursday at 8pm and parishioners are 

welcome to attend. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MILTON  ERNEST 

 

Milton Ernest village lies some five miles north 

of Bedford, on the eastern side of the River 

Great Ouse. The parish has a total area of 1,581 

acres and contains the principal village and 

some scattered settlements. It is surrounded by 

the adjoining parishes of Bletsoe, Thurleigh, 

Clapham, Oakley, Pavenham and Felmersham. 

 

The earliest known evidence of settlement in 

Milton Ernest dates from the Bronze Age 

(2500BC to 700BC). A number of ploughed-

out round barrows have been identified, most 

of which are situated on the flood plain of the 

River Great Ouse. At this time the countryside 

was mainly woodland so an ideal place to settle 

would have been near to the river. The river 

would have been the óroadô in and out of the 

settlement. 

 

There is also evidence of Iron Age and Roman 

habitation. By the start of the mediæval period 

the Doomsday Book of 1086 shows that the 

settlement was then known as Mildentone or 

Middeltone, meaning óMiddle Farmô. The 

name was probably derived from  its location 

as the village midway between Clapham and 

Sharnbrook as you travel up the Great Ouse. 

 

From the thirteenth century to the early part of 

the sixteenth century the Manor of Middeltone 

was owned by the de Grey family. The chief 

tenants of the de Greys were the family of 

Erneys or Hernis. It was through the Erneys 

family that the village took its distinctive name 

ï from Middeltone   to   Middleton   Ernys 

(thirteenth century) to Milton Herneys 

(fourteenth century) to Mylton Harneys 

(fifteenth century) to Milton Harnes (sixteenth 

century) to Milton Ernesse (seventeenth 

century) before arriving at Milton Ernest. 

 

By the early part of the fourteenth century, 

probably between 1300 and 1320, the 

population of Milton Ernest had reached a 

maximum and every available acre of land was 

cultivated right up to the parish boundary. The 

size of the village itself has since greatly 

shrunk and is only about half of its fourteenth 

century area. 

Bubonic Plague was said to have visited Milton 

Ernest in 1557. The burial register for the 

village does support this view as between 1557 

and 1559 there were 60 deaths, an average of 

twenty per year. In the twenty years preceding 

this period and the twenty years after, there was 

an average of fewer than five deaths per year. 

 

Milton Ernest was the site of Bedfordshireôs 

first printing press. Underhill Robinson printed 

a book in the village in 1719, almost fifty years 

ahead of anyone else in the county. 

 

In the seventeenth century, barges came up the 

Great Ouse from Pavenham carrying stone 

from the quarries which was used to build 

cottages in the village. The Midland Railway, 

to the west of the village, was opened in 1857 

and widened in 1871. Many people will have 

since glanced out of their train carriage and 

seen the small settlement of Milton Ernest, 

including Charles Dickens, who wrote to a 

Bedford paper complaining about the speed of 

the train journey between Leicester and 

Bedford! 

 

In 1834 the Oakley Hunt built kennels in 

Mil ton Ernest and these remained until 1972.   

 

In the mid-nineteenth century the eminent 

Victorian church architect William Butterfield 

was active in the village, designing Milton 

Ernest Hall for the Starey family.   

 

At the start of the First World War in 1914, 

army officers of the Veterinary Corps, an off-

shoot of the 51st Highland Division, arrived in 

the village. They commandeered all available 

stabling including most of the kennels of the 

Oakley Hunt. Route marches took place 

through Milton Ernest with kilted soldiers 

marching four deep and each company headed 

by its band of bagpipes and drums. 

 

Soon after the outbreak of hostilities, King 

George V and Queen Mary evacuated some of 

their family from Buckingham Palace. Two of 

the young princes stayed with Lady Ampthill at 

Milton Ernest Hall for safety and were watched 
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over day and night by two detectives. They 

later became King Edward VIII and King 

George VI. 

 

In the Second World War the village became 

the headquarters of the US Eighth Air Force 

Service Command when it was set up at Milton 

Ernest Hall in 1943. An extensive camp of huts 

was built in the grounds and the village. 

Among the soldiers was the famous American 

band leader, Glenn Miller. He spent his last 

night alive in the village before leaving the 

Hall on 15th December 1943. He boarded a 

plane at nearby Twinwoods airfield, bound for 

France, and mysteriously vanished, never to be 

seen or heard of again. 

 

The population of the village has grown 

significantly in recent years. From an average 

of 367 between 1901 and 1971 this had almost 

doubled to 620 by 1981, mainly as a result of 

the Huntsmans Way and Arkwright Road 

housing estates. Further development at 

Riverside View meant that by 2001 the 

population had risen to 754. 

 

Toward the end of the twentieth century the 

parish of Milton Ernest became known as the 

headquarters of farming and automotive 

conglomerate Bedfordia; the location of the 

Royal Aerospace Establishment (RAE); for the 

home of Bedford MP, Sir Trevor Skeet; and for 

Yarlôs Wood Immigration Removal Centre. 

Today Milton Ernest lies astride the busy A6 

road. Its function now is predominately that of 

a commuter village for Bedford. For centuries 

almost everyone worked on the land and 

nobody commuted anywhere. Now almost no 

one works on the land and almost everyone 

commutes somewhere! It may no longer be a 

self-sufficient village but Milton Ernest is still 

as important as ever to the people who live 

here. And now the people have a great 

opportunity to shape the future of the village by 

acting on the findings of the Milton Ernest 

Parish Plan. 

 

To learn more about the history of Milton 

Ernest read The Importance of Milton Ernest 

by David Newman. Details of how to obtain a 

copy can be found at www.milton-

ernest.co.uk/home.htm 

 

 

http://www.milton-ernest.co.uk/home.htm
http://www.milton-ernest.co.uk/home.htm
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                                                                 LIFE  IN THE COMMUNITY  
 

Milton Ernest is a small village of just over 300 

dwellings and with a population of less than 

800. With the Parish having an area of 647 

hectares (1 hectare is equal to 2.471 acres or 

10,000m
2
) there is a very low population 

density of just 1.17 persons per hectare.  The 

village itself takes up a small part of the parish 

as a whole. The questionnaire showed that the 

village has slightly more females than males, 

with about a quarter of residents aged 18 and 

under, around a half aged between 19 and 59 

and the last quarter being made up of people 

over the age of 60. These findings were little 

changed from the 2001 census.  

 

The survey found that the majority of 

respondents have lived in the village for more 

than 6 years and of those, 46% have lived here 

for more than 11 years and about 23% have 

been here more than 25 years. It seems that 

most are happy to live in Milton Ernest as 67% 

have no intention of moving. Of those that do 

plan to move, reasons include work or family 

related circumstances, retirement/downsizing, 

or to be closer to more amenities and facilities. 

Some respondents indicated that they would 

consider moving if the village were to 

experience unacceptable change such as 

increased noise levels or inappropriate 

development.    

The survey showed that people like to live here 

because it is rural, the people are friendly, it is 

close to towns, the schools are excellent and it 

is easy to get to work. Others mentioned the 

peaceful atmosphere, proximity of family and 

friends, the church and access to the river.  

There was disagreement over the heart of the 

village. Most cited the church or the school, 

although the Garden Centre, Queenôs Head, 

Village Hall and Playing Field were also 

mentioned. Only a very small percentage of 

people would consider moving if the village 

school were to close for any reason. Although 

the question was relevant to fewer than 25% of 

respondents, only around 10% of these would 

consider moving. This was surprising as 17.5% 

of those who submitted their questionnaires 

considered the school to be the heart of the 

village.  
 

It emerged that a small number of people in the 

village have difficulty getting to the doctor, 

dentist, hospital or chemist. An informal 

voluntary scheme already exists, but it is not 

well-known. Action will be started by the 

organisers to raise awareness and publicise 

contact details. 
 

The questionnaire also revealed that fewer than 

half of respondents understand which services 

are managed by which level of local 

government, know who to contact about local 

issues, understand the powers of the Parish 

Council, or even know who the Parish Council 

representatives are. Fifty-five respondents have 

attended a Parish Council meeting in the last 

two years. 
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The Parish Council will:  

 Produce a leaflet outlining its responsibilities and those of various 
levels of local government and include contact details of Parish 

Council members. 
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SERVICES 
 

Bus Services  
Milton Ernest is served by a single bus route, 

the M50, between Bedford bus station and 

Kettering. The first bus into Bedford is at 06:28 

in the morning providing roughly one bus per 

hour, with the last bus leaving Bedford at 

18:40. This service 

drops to once every 

two hours on Sundays 

and public holidays. 

The village benefits 

from being on a bus 

route that serves a 

number of north 

Bedfordshire villages 

but would probably 

not be able to justify a dedicated service in its 

own right.  

 

The survey asked a number of questions about 

how many residents used the service, what they 

thought about it and what sort of improvements 

would encourage more people to use it. 

 

Fewer than half of respondents indicated that 

they used the bus service. Very few people use 

it on a daily basis; a slightly larger group use it  

weekly with the majority using the service 

monthly or less. Well over half (57%) said that 

they never use the service. 

 

In answer to the questions on the punctuality of 

the service, around a quarter of users found the 

service to be generally on time, but a sizeable 

number (48) reported of the service to be 

occasionally early, more often late and 

generally irregular. 
 

Asked what would encourage people to use the 

bus more often, the most popular request was 

for a more frequent service, followed by more 

buses to the railway station and buses later in 

the evening. A small number wanted to see 

more destinations. About a third of replies 

indicated that even these improvements would 

not encourage them to use the bus. 
 

Residents of Mill Court would like to see a bus 

stop closer to them as their nearest one is in the 

centre of the village. 
 

Village Shops 

The range of shopping facilities in the village 

was limited so the survey asked a number of 

questions about peoplesô willingness to support 

local suppliers if a number of basic items were 

available. An overwhelming majority wished to 

see items such as newspapers, milk, fresh fruit 

and vegetables and 

a cash point 

provided in the 

village. The 

Garden Centre was 

approached with 

these findings and 

has subsequently begun the sale of groceries 

and fresh fruit and vegetables. A number of 

banks have arrangements for cash to be 

obtained from the Post Office and cashback 

facilities are available at the Garden Centre tills 

when making purchases. 
 

 

 

 
 
  

The Parish Council will:  

 Write to Stagecoach regarding bus timekeeping. 

 Liaise with other Parish Councils on the route to present a co-ordinated 
approach for improved services. 
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RECREATION & LEISURE  
 

Village Hall  

Milton Ernest Village Hall was built in 1959 

from the proceeds of the local gymkhana. It 

was a long overdue community hall, replacing 

the school and the Old Smithy, which had in 

turn been used for village events. Today 

Milton Ernest Village Hall is well used by the 

local community. The Parish Council, the 

Mothers & Toddlers Group, Milton Ernest 

Lower School, Milton Ernest Youth Club, 

Milton Ernest Womenôs Institute, the Garden 

and Allotment Society, Coffee Shop and 

Whist Drive all use the village hall, which 

goes to show that people of all ages benefit 

from this facility. 

 

The village hall is a community asset and the 

questionnaire asked about peoplesô attendance 

at events and activities and how its use might 

be further extended. 

 

Over half of the households in the village said 

that they had attended an event or activity in 

the hall over the previous year, with the 

majority of these making between one and five 

visits.   

 

The responses to the questions relating to 

various suggested activities were encouraging.    

A breakdown of responses follows. 

 

Adult education classes 109 

Garden club 79 

Yoga 78 

Pilates 72 

Art group  49 

Advice sessions 48 

Summer club for children 43 

Senior citizens club 38 

Brownies/Rainbows 28 

Cubs 28 

Other 27 

  

From this list it can be seen that there is a 

demand for a new range of activities to take 

place in the village hall. As is always the case 

in these situations the problem is finding 

somebody to run the ventures. A constraint to  

 

daytime activities is the extensive use made of 

the hall by the Lower School during term time.  

However, evening bookings can be made. 

 

 
 

The present use of the village hall by the 

school provides the hall with a steady income, 

which means that the village hall does not 

have to raise funds for its own upkeep. Once 

the implications for the village school of the 

changeover to two tier education in the 

borough become clearer then the village hall 

committee will  review the impact that this will 

have on the village hall. 

 

Playing Field 

The village playing field is a resource 

provided for the use of villagers of all ages. It 

resulted from the purchase by the Local 

Education Authority (LEA) of land on 

Radwell Road for the relocation of the current 

school. When this did not go ahead the Parish 

Council of the day was offered adjoining land 

for lease to create the present playing field. 

This land is leased from Bedfordia for the sum 

of five pence per year. 

 

A hundred households said that at least one 

person in their family makes use of the playing 

field. This varied from eight households who 

use it on a daily basis, 36 who use it least once 

a week to 55 using it only monthly.  These 

figures indicate that good use is being made of 

this valuable resource. 
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When asked how they rated the playing field 

and its equipment, over two thirds of 

respondents thought the general condition of 

the site, the equipment safety and safety of 

surfaces to be good. The seating areas received 

the lowest approval rating with over two thirds 

considering them as fair. 

 

 
 

Numbers of respondents awarding a óGoodô 

condition rating: 

General condition of site 85 

Safety of surfaces 78 

Equipment safety 78 

Condition of equipment 71 

Grass surface area 69 

Suitability of equipment 61 

Variety of equipment 52 

Seating areas 33 

 

The questionnaire then went on to ask about 

possible developments on the playing field. 

From the responses it was clear that the 

overwhelming majority of people want to see 

the provision of tennis courts and a seating and 

picnic area as a priority. These were closely 

followed in popularity by an under-fivesô 

playground and an adventure playground. The 

least popular proposals based on ónoô scores 

were an enclosed basketball area, a 

skateboard/roller blade park and a mountain 

bike trail. 

 

In an effort to establish the age groups that 

were represented by the scoring for this 

particular section, a further survey was 

conducted at the 2009 Village Fete, where the 

questions were again asked with individual 

returns for adults and children. Again tennis 

courts were the firm favourites across the age 

ranges. 

 

Respondents preference rating: 

 Yes No 

Tennis courts 102 48 

Seating/Picnic area 101 44 

Under 5ôs playground 92 45 

Adventure playground 89 45 

A sports pavilion 57 67 

Mountain bike trail  52 75 

Enclosed basketball area 47 122 

Skateboard/Rollerblade park 46 82 

Allotments 

Parish Councils have a statutory duty to 

provide allotments for villagers where demand 

is demonstrated. The Parish Plan survey 

revealed that a total of 77 respondents are 

interested in renting an allotment. The Parish 

Council has been seeking land to provide 

allotments and the high level of interest will 

strengthen the Parish Councilôs hand in their 

efforts. 

Broadband 

The survey indicated that around 70% of 

households in the village are connected to the 

internet via broadband, which is comparable 

with the figure for the UK population as a 

whole. Sadly only eight people rated their 

speed as fast, with by far and away the 

majority considering it as only adequate or 

slow. With the current technology, our 

location in relation to the BT exchange in 

Oakley and our population density makes any 

major improvement in the near future very 

unlikely.  BT produces a very informative 

guide called óMaking the most of your 

broadband experienceô that could well help to 

optimise speeds by pointing to ways of 

eliminating the effects of household 

interference. The guide is available by calling 

free (from BT landlines) on 0800 800150. 

Freeview 

The response to the question on the Freeview 

signal was encouraging in that over half 

considered their signal good or acceptable. A 
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smaller number rated it as poor and nearly a 

third said that they do not have Freeview. 

 The existing analogue transmissions from 

Sandy Heath (our local transmitter) are due to 

be switched off on Saturday 30th April 2011. 

At this time there will be major re-

arrangements of programme channels which 

will require a re-scan of Freeview receivers. 

The transmitter power will then be increased 

by a factor of 10, resulting in improved 

reception throughout the village. Also being 

introduced are High Definition (HD) channels 

on Freeview. Sandy Heath is due to start 

broadcasting these channels at the changeover 

date. To be able to receive them, you will need 

either a new Freeview HD receiver or HD 

ready TV with Freeview HD incorporated. 

 

Examination of the data indicates that of the 

61 households that do not have Freeview 

almost half are in either the 60-74 or over 75 

age ranges. As a community we may need to 

consider providing some support to our older 

residents as the switchover date approaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Council will:  

 Continue negotiations with local landowners for the provision of 
allotments. 

 Investigate sources of funding for additional facilities for the playing field 
in accordance with the village preferences list. 
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HOUSING 
 

Milton Ernest has grown 

significantly over the past 30 years 

with the addition of individual and 

larger scale housing developments.  

Nevertheless, Milton Ernest still 

retains a village scale and rural 

character much appreciated by 

many parishioners, with the 

descriptions óvillage atmosphereô, 

ópeacefulô, ófriendlyô and óruralô 

appearing frequently in Parish Plan 

responses. 

 

Future development will be 

determined by Bedford Borough 

Council planning policy.  As Milton 

Ernest is located within the Rural 

Policy Area
1
 of the Borough, development will be small-scale, in line with proven local need and 

confined within the óvillage envelopeô or Settlement Policy Area (SPA). The SPA boundary encloses 

the main built-up part of the village (see map below)
2
. 

 

 

 
Milton Ernest Settlement Policy Area 

Areas A and B have been designated by Bedford Borough Council as Important Open Spaces 
 

                                                 
1
 Policy CP14 of Core Strategy and Rural Issues Plan (can be viewed online at www.bedford.gov.uk/planning) 

2
 Detailed SPA map can be viewed in local plan (inset map 22) at www.bedford.gov.uk/planning 
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All SPAs are currently under review by the Borough Council so the SPA boundary may change once 

this review is complete. 
 

Thirty-six per cent of respondents felt that no additional houses should be built in Milton Ernest, 

while 23% wanted no more than 10 houses. Only 5% of respondents thought that the number of new 

dwellings should exceed 50.  

 
 

 
 

As to the preferred type of development, an 

overwhelming majority (93%) were against 

flats and apartments and likewise new housing 

estates (91%).  74% were opposed to low-cost 

housing, 74% to infill, 70% to expansion on 

the edge of the village and 65% to sheltered 

housing. 

 

Although the percentage of replies in favour of 

low-cost and sheltered housing was 

comparatively low (27% and 35% 

respectively) these figures may represent 

parishioners with a specific need for this type 

of accommodation.  Therefore, a more detailed 

survey of need should be carried out within the 

Parish.  

 

Responses by parishioners indicate their 

wishes regarding the extent and nature of 

future development.  Where applicable, this 

information should be taken into account by 

both the Parish Council and Bedford Borough 

Council when considering planning issues and 

in the ongoing process of development policy 

review.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

36%

23%
19% 17%

5%

No new 
houses

1-10 11-20 21-50 51+

The Parish Council will:  

 In conjunction with Bedford Borough consider the views of residents in 
the mid to long term housing plans for the village. 

 
Bedford Borough Council will:  

 Consider findings when reviewing development policy. 
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ENVIRONMENT  

 
Open Spaces 

Milton Ernest lies on a south facing slope, 

providing open views across the flood plain of 

the River Great Ouse. The surrounding land is 

an attractive patchwork of arable land, 

meadows and small copses. Within the village 

itself are many green spaces of varying size 

and many fine trees. These features enhance 

the rural character of Milton Ernest. 

 

 
 

All land outside the main built-up part of the 

village (Settlement Policy Area) is defined as 

countryside to which specific planning policies 

apply.  Bedford Borough Councilôs aim is to 

óprotect and, where appropriate, enhance the 

quality and character of the landscape.ô
3
 

Accordingly, the impact of any development on 

views and existing landscape features will be 

taken into account. 

 

72% of households considered that open spaces 

generally   must   be   protected   with   many  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3
 Policy CP24 of Core Strategy and Rural Issues Plan 

can be viewed online at www.bedford.gov.uk/planning 

 

 

suggesting specific areas ranging from the 

surrounding fields and meadows to small 

pockets within the village such as roadside 

verges and play areas. Some, such as the 

village green and the grass area around the 

village hall, are already designated by Bedford 

Borough Council as óImportant Open Spacesô 

and are therefore safe from development. Other 

open spaces of visual benefit within the village 

have been identified and steps are being taken 

to register them as Parish Land thus ensuring 

that present and future generations will 

continue to enjoy them.  

 

Other areas identified as significant by 

villagers are Riverside Meadow, the playing 

field, and the óridge and furrowô field known as 

The Park (adjacent to River Lane). Riverside 

Meadow is already owned by the Parish 

Council and is being maintained as an amenity 

area and wildlife habitat. The responses leave 

no doubt that open spaces, large and small, are 

much treasured by villagers.  

 

The Parish Plan Questionnaire sought opinions 

on the various ways in which existing open 

spaces could be enhanced. 73% opted for wild 

flower planting, 68% favoured tree planting 

and 73% the planting of flowers and shrubs. 

One of the above projects has since been 

initiated by the Parish Council by planting a 

hedge of native species on Riverside Meadow. 
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Trees  

A subject also close to the heart of parishioners 

is village trees. There are many outstanding 

specimens and other notable trees which 

individually and collectively enhance the 

locality. 

 

80 parishioners identified trees in the village 

which they consider special, with the horse 

chestnuts along the A6 being the most 

mentioned. Some individual and groups of 

trees identified by parishioners are already 

protected by Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) 

registered by Bedford Borough Council. The 

list of TPOs can be viewed on the Parish Plan 

website. (www.miltonernest.org.uk) 

 

 
 

Wildlife  

The questionnaire asked whether parishioners 

would like to see areas in the village managed 

for the benefit of wildlife and various 

possibilities were suggested. 72% of 

respondents favoured wild flower planting in 

grass areas, 71% the planting of trees and 54% 

the addition of hedgerows. However, when 

asked whether they wished to see less regular 

mowing in order to attract wildlife, 70% of 

villagers were not in favour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The A6 and Radwell Road verges, Riverside 

Meadow, the margins of the Playing Field and  

the grass area between the village hall and the 

A6 bus stop were the places most frequently 

proposed for wildlife-friendly initiatives. With 

funding from the Parish Council and the help 

of volunteers these initiatives can be realised.  

Ninety villagers said óyesô when asked if they 

would help with future environmental projects. 

A group of volunteers has subsequently planted 

a hedge of native species and is maintaining 

existing hedges on Riverside Meadow.  

Anyone interested in joining the 

óEnvironmental Action Teamô to support future 

projects should contact the Parish Council. 

 

 
 

  

The Parish Council will:  

 Take appropriate steps to protect village open spaces. 

 Encourage residents to apply for TPO listing as outlined on 
www.bedford.gov.uk (Tree Management) 

 Initiate planting projects. 




























